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Traffic In Newtawn Is Prmrlty F@? New |

-By Andrew J. Semelster,
. I'dliketoaddress com-
ments regarding traffic made
‘by both members of the
“Newtown Board of Supervi-
sors and representatives
from BPG at the Sept. 6 pub-

‘lic:-workshop, Our civic asso-

cciation, Individuals Con-
‘cerned For Newtown Square,

by McMahon for Newtown

has retamed the consultant

services of F. Tavaniand.
Associates, Inc. (FTA) to re- -

view past andfuture traffic

studies conducted for New- -

town Township and any

traffic studies provided by
“developers. FTA Incorporat- -
edis a fullserviee TrafficEn- -

gineering and Planning cor-
poration and has extensive

.experience inthe Delaware

Valley and throughout Penn-

* sylvania and New Jersey.
- KTA hasconducteda re-

view of the 2007 Newtown

Squate MasterPlan Traffic

Study (NS MPTS) conduced

Townshlp Based on its re-
view, Lhave asked FTA to

: address two of the commerits
- madé at the Sept. 6 public

workshop - one regarding

‘the totalcosts of.the im-
provements thus far identi--

“fied in'the NS MPTS and one

. ficfrom the By-RightPlan -
. and the Town Ceiiter Plan.
-~ Aletter to the Board of Su- -

comparing the resultant traf-

pervisors outlining FTA’s re-

'sponse tothese two.com-

ments focused on the four
major components identified

- by McMahon, namely:

Construction costs
Engineering fees "
. Utilities relocation costs

~ Costs of acquiring rights-

of way. and property (1dent1-
fied as Challenges”)
M¢Mahon mentions no

less than 30 times that the

dollar estimates prov1ded are
just for (1) above and that

“they are rough ordeér of mag-
nitude only. Given'that un-

. derstandmg, the range of

costs for theoptions for (1)
provided by McMahon for
2017is $16.8 to $22 miillion:
Assuming ¢onventional esti-

mating factorsfor (2) and: 3,

the total cost for the first-

_ three components above was

" estimated by FTA to hkely v

_ be $30.million; . '
However, the cost of ac-

. quiring. r1ghts of way and

_propertyisanunknown -
since it not only includes the *
costs of the propertles in:.

~volved but the costs of poten-

. tiallegal actions and time de-

laysto completetheim-
provements themselves: T .

- hus, whern (4) is con31d
ered the total costs.of the

tra_ffi_c improvements recom- .

mended (wh1ch still leave

:large portions-of the study
area with saturated levels of

‘'service (LOS)) are unknown.

ly, “implementing the cur:

rentlane geometry of"

RtelOO/Rte30 in Exton:on
Rte3/Rte252in Newtown

continue to operate with
some delay since the traffic

.volumes are, and will contin: -

ueto be, hlgher o

Thus, the 1mprovements :

recommended in the McMa-

" hon study are inadequate to .

fully address the traffic prob-

lems created by the develop-

ments already approved and

_exacerbated by BPG’s Town . -
- McMahon study, and te get

Center or By- R1ght develop-
mernt that are various Stages

-of plahning. Furthérmore;,
_theMcMahon study states

numerous times that many

of these improvements are -
riddled with’ “challenges” in-

attempting to acquire r1ghts

* of way and property.
- Clearly, any attempt to ob- ‘
tain State support for-a proj=

ect the size of Rte100/Rte30

“(that would still be inade- .
quate to solve our traffic -

problems) would be unjusti-
fiable from bhoth a technical

" and financial standpéint giv-

‘en these unknown costs: - :
Also, attempts to.obtain

Stdte support for making im--
. provements to any of the

‘Stateroads in the study that

“will still not resolve our satu-
rated traffi¢c conditions ihthe- .
‘Newtown Square area aré .
againa waste of technical -
..and financial resources. The:
-result of all the approved de-
velopments are bad énough ~
. without adding an-entity the

size of a Town Centerwith
continuousftraffic from-ap-
prox1mately 10-a.m:to 10
p.m. right in the immediate

vicinity of Route 3/Route

252.
The McMahon traffic
study indicated the disrup-

tion and financial 1mpact to-
those property owners di--
- rectly affected by the “im-

provements” and 1mphes an

unknewn fihancial impacton
“Newtown Towtiship. What

Furthermore, even if Her- -
‘culean efforts as stated by
McMahon in the conclusions:
“section of theif study; natries

vic Grou

is does not mention’is the po-
tential resultant financial im-
-pacts.onall Newtown'resi- -

~dents and the likely impacts

onthehealth;safety, and
Welfare of Newtown Sqirare
vre 1dents mamly : long the-

"'the Rotite 3/Rout' 255 inter-

‘section.”
-Itis-our understandlng

" -that the Governor has recog- -
" Square the (traffic problems
-at this) intersection would be

greatly improved but would -
- tial for overwhelming-and

nized the significance-of the

.existing traffic.problemsin

our aréa-as well as:the poten-

costly traffic¢ solutions just to
accommodate further devel-

. opment projects in the New-

town Squarearea:~ -
Hehas wisely called for
the Townshipto provide

" -data and-information needed

to better define the problem,

* refine the ordet of magnitude

cost estimates of the 2007

handle on the likely costs of

" acquiring rights of way and

property required to proper-
ly address the traffic prob-
lems. Our traffic engineer,
FTA, will'also receive the’

new data and information for -

review and analysis.

,Weall can now see the
wisdom of the Newtown
TOWTIShlp Board of Supervi-
sors in prudently evaluating .
the requestfor allowmg a
chdnge to the zoning at'the

. Ellis Preserve to permit the

construction of a"Town Cen-
ter at.theintersection.of .
Route” 3/ Route 252;

This is especially so since:
they have already approved
the:Shoppes at Marville

- TownCenterand itisless

than two miles west of this
intersection. It alsoappears:
equipped to-handlethetraf-

~fic in'that area.and should’

not 51gmf1cantly add to the
traffic problems in Newtown.

" Square per se;: Kudos foi the -

Board of Supervisors and

~our Governor, Ed Rendell]

for not rushmg into a deci- -
sion for fundmg anill-fated -
set of traffic 1mprovemer1ts

- that-would destroy our -

‘Township for the price of -

- some.dollars in reventie:

Mr. Semesiter is preszdeht
of Individuals €oncerned For
Newtown Sguare. The group

.can'bereachedatP.0O. Box .

405, NeWtown Square, PA

' 19073



